
Irwin Excited About “State in Time”, 

Upcoming London Shows 
28. marec 2012  |  Objavljeno v Interview 

 

T 
he internationally acclaimed visual arts collective Irwin, who have been active for 

almost three decades, have presented for the STA some of their ongoing projects, 

including the NSK State in Time, organised as part of the wider collective known as 

Neue Slowenische Kunst, as well as upcoming shows in London. 

Comprising Dušan Mandič, Miran Mohar, Andrej Savski, Roman Uranjek and Borut 

Vogelnik, Irwin formed in 1983. They became the visual arts component of the NSK 

movement, which for instance also includes the band Laibach as well as artists from 

other fields, in 1984. 

NSK is the theme of several forthcoming events in London, with Savski explaining that 

an exhibition focusing on the projects of the collective in the 1980s has already opened 

at the Chelsea Space Gallery. 

A major exhibition featuring Irwin will open at the Calvert 22 Foundation gallery on 4 

April to be accompanied by a show entitled NSK Folk Art. 

Also planned are debates on Irwin’s Moscow Embassy, established in a private 

apartment in 1992, and the East Art Map project, while a symposium on NSK is 

scheduled at Tate Modern on 14 April, including a concert by Laibach. 

Irwin member Vogelnik elaborated on another important focus for the group, the “Time 

for a New State” project, which has developed out of NSK’s State in Time concept that 

started in 1992 to also include as of 1993 the issuing of NSK passports, now widely 
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sought around the world, especially Nigeria. 

“It all began in Lagos. Many NSK citizens are from Nigeria, which is why we went to 

Lagos in the summer of 2010 to meet them directly. A thing that we came across there 

were ad posters saying ‘Time for a new state’ and ‘Some say you can find happiness 

there’.” 

According to Vogelnik, “nobody in Lagos knew at the time what these posters were 

about, citizens however used the same words to explain their wish to become NSK 

citizens”. 

While even people in Slovenia thought it was an NSK stunt after seeing the photos, 

Savski explains it was later confirmed that it was an operation by Coca-Cola. “The catch 

is in the word play involving ‘state’ and ‘taste’. They are selling a new taste, but for us 

this is a pure ready-made, especially topical these days.” 

“We ‘put up’ the same poster later in Russian in Moscow, in German in Leipzig and now 

we will advertise this on a 12-metre board at Elefant & Castle in London. Advertising 

the NSK State in Time is definitely one of the projects that we will continue,” Vogelnik 

says. 

Other projects highlighted by Vogelnik and Savski include the summing up of Irwin’s 

“Was ist Kunst Hugo Ball” show with a publication, a book dedicated to the NSK State 

in Time and a documentary on the first congress of NSK citizens in Berlin in 2010. 

Vogelnik explains that in Berlin, “we were only observes, since the key ambition of the 

congress was for NSK citizens to take on an active role in managing the state”. 

According to Savski, contacts were established among citizens, who started organising 

themselves later, for instance by holding “rendez-vous” events first in Lyon, then in 

London, New York and Leipzig. 

“The fact is that these people turned into a sort of a body which started organising itself 

and that they also started speaking in the name of the state,” Savski explains. 

“Interesting things are happening completely independent of us. It needs to be stressed 



that this was the very purpose of the congress. If the NSK state manages to become 

independent, this is a successful project as far as Irwin is concerned,” Vogelnik adds. 

Along with the state project, Irwin’s second main focus to determine their development 

in recent decades was “Eastern modernism”, which saw the group examining the 

specific conditions for artistic production in the East. 

The “East Art Map” project was the last step on this road, with Savski explaining that 

the goal was to “set up an overview of art in Eastern Europe after WWII”. 

“Because nobody else had attempted this before, we decided to launch the procedure 

in our own way. We invited experts, who selected ten artists each from their 

environment and wrote about them,” Savski explains. 

“Our approach was related to the finding that Eastern European art is also in an 

extremely subordinate position in the global value system because of a lack of expert 

and theoretical attention.” 

What is more, it was always interpreted only in relation to the West, while no Eastern 

European links were acknowledged, which is why “we ended up using the collected 

material to also create a map and make these internal connections visible”. 

Painting meanwhile remains Irwin’s mainstay, with the group’s members also signing 

some of their paintings with their individual names. 

“We did not do that all the way until 2004. The paintings were mostly by a single 

member each. They were sometimes exchanged and expanded on, but rarely. We 

continue to sign most of the major pieces and projects as Irwin,” Vogelnik says. 

According to him, anonymity was a simple way to set up the collective to “prevent 

external divisions among ourselves and at the same time facilitate the internal 

exchange of ideas and solutions”. 

This way “our relations developed very differently than they would have if we had been 

observed”. “Instead of competing with each other and before the public, which is 

actually a rule among artists, we achieved cooperation”. 



Commenting on the policy change in 2004, Savski says that “in order for a group to 

produce specific extraordinary pieces that enable it to develop further it needs to move 

beyond established principles after a while and expand the boundaries of its activities”. 
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