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Almost Bliss exhibition remembers 

Derek Jarman 

 
Jarman’s film Blue is the running theme through the [Chelsea Space] exhibition 

In memory of painter, filmmaker, poet, gardener and gay rights activist Derek Jarman, Chelsea Space is opening a new 

exhibition called Almost Bliss. 

The exhibition coincides with Jarman2014, a year-long celebration of the artist’s life and work, with screenings, 

exhibitions and a variety of other events taking place across London. 

Donald Smith, curator and Chelsea Space director, told Arts London News the show examines the artists work and 

inspiration. 

“It revolves around one of Derek Jarman’s last pieces of work – his monochrome film Blue. From the notebooks, we can 

see that it was originally called Bliss and that’s why our show is called Almost Bliss,” Smith said. 

Tinted blue 

Marking the 20 year anniversary of the filmmaker’s death, Chelsea Space has tinted their venue blue and will showcase 

paintings, soundtracks, notes and sketchbooks acquired from Jarman’s partner, Keith Collins. 

“Derek’s film Blue was in part a homage to Yves Klein but was partly inspired by the fact that when he became more ill 

with AIDS, he suffered a certain amount of blindness,” Smith explained. 

Jarman was outspoken about his homosexuality and his illness; he was a leading voice in the fight for gay rights and 

dignity, but as Smith says “he preferred to use the word queer.” 

Smith knew Jarman and described him as “a very humane, intelligent, funny person. Through his honesty, he was always 

an activist because it certainly was not easy in the ’80s to admit you had an illness that people called the ‘gay plague’.” 

King’s College London, where Jarman studied in the ’60s, is also hosting an exhibition on his life and work, called Derek 

Jarman: Pandemonium. 

A private viewing of Almost Bliss will be held on January 28 2014 at Chelsea Space from 6pm until 8.30pm, and 

the exhibition will run from January 29 until March 15, 2014. Admission is free. 

Derek Jarman: Pandemonium will open on January 23 at King’s College London from 12 noon until 6pm, with the 

exhibition open until 8pm on Thursdays, and will run until March 9, 2014. Admission is free. 

For more information regarding the exhibitions, go to www.jarman2014.org 
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